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Good Morning, 

 

My name is Ellen Sturtz, a Los Osos resident and former county 

employee.  During the last 10 years I have spent most of my time 

outside of the county.  During this time away, I would meet people who 

would ask me where I was from, and when I would say that I 

considered San Luis Obispo county my home, people often responded 

with a big smile declaring “You live in paradise, what are you doing 

here?”   

 

Now that I have returned to the central coast, I have found  “something 

rotten in paradise.” 

 

On Thursday, at a facility run by a county contractor --the Morro Bay 

Golf Course Club House-- a group plans to speak, one deemed to be a 

hate group by the Southern Poverty Law Center. 

 

The luncheon speaker, Brad Dacus, the President of the Pacific Justice 

Institute, is best known for: 

 

 

 1.Serving as a spokesperson for Prop 8, comparing stopping marriage 

equality to stopping the Nazis 

 

 2.Defending a pastor who said gay people are abominations who deserve 

to be stoned to death 

 

 3.Referring to a law protecting transgender students as "hideous;" claiming 

it will lead to "many casualties", and turn CA schools "into a horror film" 

 

 4.Fabricating a story about a transgender teenager harassing other students 

 



 5. Fighting a law designed to protect LGBT people from hate crimes (the 

same way others, including religious people, are protected), calling it 

"unjust," "unnecessary," and "unwise" 

 

This is a group that is not included in my paradise vision of San Luis Obispo 

county. 

 

I know there is a raging debate in this country, where people are using 

“religious liberty” to discriminate against others.  Where “freedom of 

religion” has gone from the freedom to practice one’s religion, to the right of 

people to deny to serve people in the public marketplace.  Where a Kim Davis 

can decide not to follow the law of the land and become a hero to many. 

 

I am not suggesting that Mr. Dacus not have the opportunity to speak, I am 

saying, just not in a taxpayer funded facility.  The idea that his hate speech, 

the falsehoods he has been shown to spread would be legitimized in any way 

by being in a public facility is inappropriate and sends a message that we 

accept what he has to say. 

 

The group sponsoring this hate group is the Estero Bay Republican Women 

Federated, who also sponsored a luncheon with Mr. Dacus in 2011.   

 

I understand that my bringing attention to this hate group’s presence in the 

county might not only heightened awareness by those who would be repulsed 

by the actions of the hate group, but also might bring more people out in 

support of this hate group.  It is a risk I am willing to take, in order to put a 

spotlight on this hate group and the women who are willing to help them 

spread it, the Board of Estero Bay Republican Women Federated lead by 

President Sandi Tannler. 

 

Please help stop the spread of bigotry and falsehoods by requiring that groups 

using County facilities, like the Morro Bay Golf Course Club House, not 

provide a platform to documented (or known) hate groups. 

 

 

Thank you for your consideration. 


